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The summer of 2011 has truly been an exciting season For Le Nichoir! This year, 
the Centre opened its doors to a great diversity of insectivorous birds as well as 
many unique species such as a catbird, kingbird, killdeer, bluebird, brown thrasher, 
vireos, warblers, chickadees, nestling red-breasted mergansers and my all-time 
favourites….Chimney swifts and a nestling nighthawk! 

In addition, we received many swallow species such as Barn, Cliff and Tree 
swallows, as well as a fledgling Purple martin, which we are proud to announce, all 
had a 100% release rate! 

In recent years Le Nichoir’s work has become even more critical in supporting 
species such as the Barn swallow,  who in May of this year, was listed as a 
threatened species in Quebec. Le Nichoir prides itself in providing professional 
care to wild birds including other threatened species such as the Bobolink, Least 
bittern, Chimney swift , Whip-poor-Will and Common nighthawk, as a way of 
contributing to their long-term survival.

The season started later than usual. Heavy rainfalls in early spring brought forth 
many nestling and fledgling birds as late as mid-August. Our summer was without 
a doubt a busy one! With four summer students, an office manager and more than 
55 bird care volunteers, everyone was working at their very best. Even after eight 
years of service with Le Nichoir, I am amazed at how quickly the summer season 
passes and I always wish that it would last a little bit longer. This year I was spoiled 
by working alongside a wonderful team of dedicated students and volunteers, both 
new and returning.

 Le Nichoir believes strongly in providing scientific and up-to-date care to all 
birds. This is accomplished through building up our knowledge and experience by 
participating in conferences and networking with other professionals in the related 
field. In November 2011, a volunteer with Le Nichoir along with myself attended 
a special symposium organized by the International Bird Rescue Council. This 
conference teaches rehabilitators how to create an emergency plan to respond 
to wildlife in both natural and man-made disasters. The symposium included a 
two-day workshop by International Bird Rescue on how to care for individual birds 
contaminated with oil (fuel, cooking oil, tanglefoot) as well as techniques necessary 
to respond to a large spill or disaster. If you are interested in supporting Le Nichoir’s 
continuing education, please consider making a donation to our educational fund.

Continued on page  2
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Treatment: The fledgling was stabilized by providing 
it with heat and subcutaneous fluids multiple times a 

day. The bird was also weighed on a daily basis. It was 
fed a variety of insects and vitamin supplementation 
every hour. It was also provided with live house and 
fruit flies.

Outcome: The bird was banded by McGill Bird 
Observatory and released three weeks later at the 
location where it had been found - the Purple martin 
condos at Valois Park in Dorval, Quebec.  Luckily, the 
bird was released just before the martins migrated 
south.

Did you know?...
Purple martins are the largest members of the swallow 
family in North America. Purple martins nest mostly in 
man-made houses that can hold hundreds of birds; 
they have been doing so for the past 100 years!

Every year Le Nichoir’s family continues to grow. The overwhelming amount of 
support we receive from our donors and volunteers is the reason why I am here 
writing this note. I am extremely touched by everyone’s eagerness to support Le 
Nichoir. We would not be able to care for over 1,700 birds this year without you.

 Sincere thanks for all your kind help and generosity!

Susan Wylie - Executive Director

continued from page 1

Species: Purple martin (Progne subis)

Case: The fledgling bird was found fallen from his 
condo after a large thunderstorm. The bird was cold, 
very dehydrated and thin. The bird also had some 
abdominal bleeding. The parents had abandoned the 
bird.

A Bird Story

Join Le Nichoir’s Rehabilitation 
Sponsorship Program.

The cost to rehabilitate and release 
a bird can easily attain $45. This 
includes medical treatment, species 
appropriate food (live insects, 
duckling food, fruits and vegetables 
and fish) and providing enrichment 
items (perches, pools and mirrors).

You have the option to 
sponsor the care of a woodpecker, a duckling 
or a waxwing. 

Need a great gift idea? Want to help a bird?
A Rehabilitation Sponsorship Includes:

•	 Certificate of sponsorship that can be given as 
a gift.

•	 Invitation to a special tour at Le Nichoir with our 
staff.

•	 Report on the rehabilitation of the bird (duckling, 
cedar waxwing or woodpecker) at Le Nichoir 
with release dates and picture.

•	 News from Le Nichoir Newsletter.

See the last page of this newsletter for 
the application form.
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As many of you already know, Le Nichoir received 221 Ring-billed gulls (often incorrectly referred to as 
seagulls) and one Herring gull from the SPCA of Montreal this past June. The birds were removed from an 
industrial building’s property in Ville Saint-Laurent, Quebec. The Centre has never admitted this many birds at 
once, especially of one particular species. Staff and volunteers had to quickly develop a plan to decide how 
to accommodate such a large influx of birds. Because Ring-billed gulls are protected by Federal law under the 
Migratory Bird Act, Le Nichoir immediately contacted Environment Canada’s enforcement division to ensure 
that proper protocol was followed. 

The gull situation attracted much needed media to the Centre from local newspapers, and the CBC news 
and radio which helped spread the word that we were in need of immediate help. Once the general public was 
made aware of our gull situation, we received an overwhelming amount of support. Individuals from all over 
immediately visited the Centre to drop off donations including bags and boxes of frozen fish.  Local merchants 
and companies generously donated caging and food. 

In order to accommodate all of the gulls, a new aviary was built. 
During its construction, birds were temporarily placed inside our 
duckling aviaries. Amazingly, the Centre had its own “gull crew” 
of volunteers who came in daily at 8 am to administer care to the 
gulls. An assembly line of four to six volunteers would clean the 
cages and replenish their food, while two other volunteers would 
cut fish (the gulls consumed an astounding 270 kg of fish during 
their stay) and another two volunteers would be responsible for 
cleaning the aviaries. The gulls had a full-time operation of their 
own which was volunteer-based to make sure the other birds at the 

Centre received uninterrupted care and attention by the staff and other volunteers.

After  four to six weeks of care, the logistics for their release had 
to be organized. Transporting and releasing such a large group of 
birds at one time would have been extremely difficult without the help 
of biologist Jean-Francois Giroux and his team from Université du 
Québec à Montréal (UQAM), who specialize in Ring-billed gulls. With 
the appropriate permits from Environment Canada, all the gulls were 
banded with government bands. When returned, these bands provide 
information on the birds such as their survival rate and migration 

patterns.  Numbered-
colored bands were 
also put on the birds 
for observational purposes. 

A total of 210 birds were released at the Beauharnois dam on 
two separate occasions as the birds fledged at different times. 
The area of release was pre-determined as the site is known for 
its large colonies of Ring-billed gulls. The Herring gull we received 
was released with other gulls of the same species in parc des 
Rapides in Lachine, Quebec.

A Gull Story

continued on page 4

Volunteers Building the New Aviary

UQAM Banding Team

Releasing Gulls at Beauharnois
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Very few gulls died at Le Nichoir. Many of the birds that succumb 
were initially admitted with internal bleeding from the large fall off 
the building. Interestingly, the fledgling gulls at the Centre had a 
93% survival rate which is an amazing accomplishment considering 
that research has shown it can be as low as 63% in the wild.

We have already received feedback from UQAM about multiple 
gulls being sighted in the Montreal, North and South shore area. 
One of Le Nichoir’s gulls has even migrated all the way to Florida!

This huge endeavor was a success because of all the support we 
received from donors, volunteers, Environment Canada and UQAM. 
Something really wonderful did come out of this dire situation. Le Nichoir recruited many new volunteers and 
established new professional contacts with biologists and government officials and over the long term new 
contacts will be  beneficial to the birds we care for.

continued from page 3

Now Foraging in Florida

Due to the generous sponsorship of McAuslan 
Brewing Le Nichoir recently launched a new website. 
The website is often the first point of contact people 
have with Le Nichoir and we have designed it to be 
informative and easy to use. 

For someone finding an injured bird it provides 
information on first aid and how to reach us but it also 
provides ideas on ways to contribute to Le Nichoir 
and the latest news and events. We’ve integrated all 
our social media channels and now the easiest way to 
reach us on twitter, Facebook, YouTube and flickr is by 
the links on the website.

There are two very important features on the new 
website; the links to CanadaHelps.org and the 
newsletter sign up form.  In the past we have offered 
a very basic link to paypal for those wishing to make 
a donation via the website. This has been replaced 
by a link to CanadaHelps.org which now processes 
our online donations in a safe, simple and very cost 
effective fashion. Donors can choose to make a one-
time donation or repeating monthly donations and 
they can direct their donation to one of several funds 
e.g. Educational, Loonie Campaign, General or New 
Centre funds. The donor can even send us a message 
or special instructions when making their donation 
so making donations in honour of someone, as a gift 
or in memory of someone are easily and accurately 

accepted. Tax receipts are issued automatically at the 
time the donation is made. 

Because of the costs associated with printing and 
mailing a traditional newsletter we have rethought the 
way we communicate with you. If you would like to 
continue receiving news from Le Nichoir we encourage 
you to sign up for our new newsletter using the form 
on the website. 

Beginning in the new year we will issue between 
4 and 6 short email newsletters during the year and 
one longer annual report at the end of the year.  This 
new approach will allow us to dramatically reduce 
our communications costs and will ensure we tell you 
about projects and events as they happen. (We will 
have a few paper copies of the annual report available 
at the Centre and can mail out copies when requested) 
We do not share our list of email addresses and each 
email newsletter will have a link that easily allows you 
to unsubscribe at any time. 

If you wish to continue receiving news from Le 
Nichoir please let us know via the subscription form 
on the new website.

Your feedback on the new website and 
newsletter policy are most welcome. Send them to 
communication@lenichoir.org.

Our New Website and Newsletter Policy
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I first came in contact with Le Nichoir at an open 
house on a nice day in July. I was only 11 years old, 
too young to volunteer, but I put my name on the list 
anyway. Because of my enthusiasm and interest I 
started to volunteer very soon after my first visit. My 
interest in birds goes back to when I was very little, 
I used to bring injured birds to Le Nichoir. I began 
by cleaning cages, sweeping, mopping and cutting 
up fish. As I became more experienced my duties 
changed, they included feeding the birds , making the 
mush for the baby birds, weighing the birds and giving 
tours at events. Over the 8 years I volunteered at the 
Centre, I learned a lot about birds, I was even able to 
identify birds for friends and family. They would often 
ask me questions about different species of birds and I 
enjoyed sharing my knowledge with them. I love to tell 
people about my days at Le Nichoir. 

When I volunteered at Le Nichoir I have had the 
pleasure of seeing many neat types of birds. One 
time I saw a red tailed hawk that we had to transfer to 
another rehab centre. I have seen many blue herons, 
a baby turkey, and this year many many baby sea 
gulls. I loved nursing baby birds and taking care of the 

A Volunteer’s Story
injured birds, seeing them being released after care at 
Le Nichoir is one of the most rewarding feelings I have 
ever had!!!

A wonderful part of my volunteering was working 
with the staff.  They became my friends and are 
compassionate and caring people who share a 
common mission, to rehabilitate the birds and 
eventually release them to their natural habitat. 

This description of my experience at Le Nichoir 
would be incomplete if I did not mention a very special 
person and that would be Susan Wylie, she is one of 
the most determined people I know. She is incredible 
and a true mentor to me. Finally, I would like to mention 
the expertise, knowledge and inspiration of Lynn Miller. 

My years at Le Nichoir will remain an important part 
of my memories of Hudson. Now that I am living in 
Ontario  I hope to continue my work in some way or 
another. Thanks and the best of luck to everyone at Le 
Nichoir!!!

Amanda Jones

The New Centre project is a major undertaking 
for Le Nichoir and we are very happy to report that 
much progress has been made over the last year. 
Approximately 60% of the funding for the first phase of 
the building has been secured and we are negotiating 
an agreement with the Nature Conservancy of Canada 
and the Town of Hudson which will allow us to construct 
the New Centre at our present location all the while 
maintaining the old barn and the existing aviaries.

The original building design has been modified to 
allow for a phased construction plan which will allow 
us to move into the new facility earlier than initially 
predicted. 

We have already received a very generous donation 
of windows and flooring for the new building and offers 
of donations of materials and labour have begun to 
arrive.

New Centre Project Update

If you would like to donate to the New Centre project 
you may do so by way of the enclosed donation form, 
through the online donation facility on our website or 
by calling us at 450 458 2809. 

We are in the home stretch and we truly could not 
undertake this project without you.
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make a difference to these birds’ lives. 

My experience this summer confirms my compassion 
for animals, especially birds and it is more obvious to 
me why I want to become a veterinarian.  Working 
at Le Nichoir gave me the chance to interact with 
passionate volunteers and to guide these volunteers 
to achieve our ultimate goal of saving these birds’ lives 
and returning them to the wild.

Before this summer, I did not know much about 
animal rehabilitation.  With the help of committed 
employees I really understood the philosophy behind 
bird rehabilitation and I came to the conclusion that 
in order to protect wild birds in nature it is crucial to 
raise awareness about Le Nichoir and its work.  I am 
very grateful that I was given the chance to work at le 
Nichoir this summer and that I had the opportunity to 
make a contribution towards the conservation of wild 
birds.

Geneviève Blanchet - Summer Student 2011

I am a McGill student 
specializing in animal biology. 
When I began working at Le 
Nichoir this summer I had no 
experience in ornithology. 
Le Nichoir gave me the 
opportunity to acquire hands 
on experience with wild 
birds.   I not only acquired 
knowledge about wild birds 
but I also developed skills 

managing the internal tasks at Le Nichoir. I learned 
about the birds of Quebec as well as their behaviour, 
anatomy and diseases.  

I  learned about the different kinds of treatment 
required for each developing stage of a given species 
of bird. I also learned about specific types of diets 
needed for each bird species and the importance of 
diet on a bird’s development and health.  To maximize 
their chance of survival, I had to learn how to diagnose 
quickly sick or injured birds. Working at Le Nichoir also 
gave me a chance to witness different stages of bird 
rehabilitation. 

What really inspires me about Le Nichoir is that every 
bird is treated with the same attentive care. I really 
enjoyed the fact that at le Nichoir everyone is working 
towards the same  goal; ensure the birds recover quickly 
and can be released back to the wild. The people  I 
worked with this summer are very experienced and 
knowledgeable and I felt that together we could really 

A Summer Experience

November 30th brought the internationally renowned Canadian Wildlife/Nature 
Photographer Christopher Dodds to the Hudson Village Theatre as a fundraiser for Le 
Nichoir.  People came from far and wide and Chris entertained the sold out theatre with 
his stunning images and stories of adventure. A very impressive raffle prize table had 
everyone emptying their pockets and many of the attendees stayed after the presentation 
to enjoy the fabulous food of our volunteer caterer Elise Villeneuve. 

This event would not have been possible without the generosity of Chris and the 
Hudson Village Theatre to whom we owe a huge thank you.  If you missed the event you 
can always check out Chris’ website at www.ChrisDoddsPhoto.com.

Nature Photographer Christopher Dodds came to Hudson

http://www.chrisdoddsphoto.com
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On Saturday July 16th 2011, Le Nichoir held its annual open house. 
The public was encouraged to come and visit the birds at the Centre 
and participate in several organized activities. This year we attracted a 
new crowd of individuals of all ages and we were excited to have over 
250 visitors.

Bird Protection Quebec set up an informative kiosk providing bird-
watching tours and answering birding questions. Talented photographer 
Éléphant Mauve provided stunning photography demonstrations on 
how to take pictures while birding. Chief Top Leaf surprised us with 
a taxidermy table and recounted many fascinating stories of Native 
Americans and wildlife. 

Gerard Fuentes demonstrated how to carve birds out of wood while 
displaying his beautiful bird sculptures and the McGill Bird Observatory 
introduced individuals to bird banding by banding Le Nichoir birds before 
releasing them. The Centre’s volunteers gave tours of Le Nichoir, while 
Lynn Miller gave a bird-watching excursion with binoculars and field 
guides (donated by Mountain Equipment Co-op).  There was also face 
painting, children’s crafts and information sessions about Le Nichoir 
with explanations on how one can contribute to wild bird conservation. 

All of the participants complemented each other to make the event 
fun and educational for the attendees. It was wonderful to see new 
faces as well as our dedicated annual visitors! 

Le Nichoir’s Annual Open House

This year’s “For the Birds” glam benefit dinner and auction 
was a huge success! This red-carpet event was held at the 
beautiful Chateau Vaudreuil Pavillion, with live jazz music 
and photo shoots. Every table was delicately decorated with 
bird-themed center pieces and delicious chocolates . It was 
wonderful to see both new and long-time friends of Le Nichoir 
together sharing this special event with us. Special thanks to 
Michael Elliott, Mayor of Hudson, QC, Pierre Kary, Mayor of 
St-Lazare, QC, and MP Meili Faille for attending.  About 100 
people attended the event, which raised over $23,000.

Le Nichoir holds fundraisers such as the Benefit Dinner and 
Auction to raise the funds required to provide care for over 1,400 birds every year. Due to the generosity of 
attendees, volunteers and donors, the Centre is able to continue its work and fulfill its mission of conserving 
wild birds as part of our natural heritage for future generations.

For the Birds 2011

continued on page 8

Le Nichoir’s Co-Founders

 Lynn Miller, Denise Paquette and Janette Fauque
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Auction Donors:

Clarence & Cripps Inc.

Coranco

Décor & Tissus Serenity

La maison du défricheur

Les Vins Élégants

Loblaws

Olive Authentique

Pottery Lane Imports

Restaurant Carousel

Restaurant Sauvé

Restaurant Viviry

SPA KAYA

T.W.I.G.S café

Arnett, Stuart

Bateman, Robert

Bird, David

Bissett, Heather

Bolhuis, Angelina - Blue Angel Imports inc.

Bonneville, Josée - Pridham’s

Braitstein, Marcel

Brasserie McAuslan - Brasserie McAuslan

Brewer, Melinda

Burt, Christine

Campanella, Emidio - Lunetterie Vista

Campbell, Linda

Caron, Suzanne

Cobbett, Linda

Cook, Andrea

Crombie, Jack-Hudson Hardware & Supplies

Cunningham, Janice

Dallas, Mark - Galetta Nurseries

D’Angelo, Claudio

D’Aoust, Lindsay

Decelles, Norm - The Country Gardener

Desjardins, Gwen - Hudson Village Theatre

DiSandolo, Tom

Dow, Dave - La Cabane d’Oiseaux

Eaglesham, Dale

Ecityan, Nurhan - Physiosport Hudson

Éléphant Mauve

Farnum, Nancy Jane

Fuentes, Gérard

Gardiner, Joe & Margaret

Goulet, Alain - Centre de Conservation de la 

faune ailée

Gousy, Linda - Mont Blanc

Grahame, Cynthia

Grahame, Peter

Hagen, Mark

Hausermann, Rudolf

Hicks, Marilyn & Frank

Hodgson, Norm

Jean, Michel

Kachani, Michael - Pâtisserie Tutti Gourmet

Les Serres Vaudreuil Inc.

Lawrence, Sandra & Michael

Dentistes Littner Baker Kopytov

McConnon, Terry - Laurentide Aviation

McIsaac, Bob - Via Rail Canada Inc.

McNeill, Diana

Middleton, Sue - Bushnell

Newcomb, Janelle

Noble, Scott

Paquette, Denise

Peterson, Mary - Point Pelee National Park

Piette, André

Raven, Robert - The ALDO group Inc

Ripplinger-Wylie, Karen - Karma Designs/Ki 

Therapies

Rodrigue, David - Ecomuseum

Salter, Joan Suzanne

Schofield, Sharon L.

Smith, Wanda

Carole St-Pierre Salon & Spa

Tallman, Bill - Mon Village

Trueman, Pamela - The Garden Path

Veysey, Sharon - Bird Protection Quebec

Warne, David - Librairie Clio

Wilson-Finnie, Nancy

Winer, Lise

Wizenberg, Mona

Wylie, Daniel - Peerless Clothing inc.

Zimmerman, Tammy

Sponsors:

Hummingbird

Alex Eastwood

Margaret & Joe Gardiner

Anna-Maria Gargano

Carol Lodge

Ville de Vaudreuil-Dorion

Roslyn Woodcock

Canada Goose

Micheline Moysan

Wayside Inspection Devices Inc.

La Pivoinerie D’Aoust

Hudson Garden Club

Rothenberg Capital Management

Cardinal

IGA Poirier & Fils

Denise Paquette

continued from page 7

A BIG thank you goes to all of the sponsors and auction donors that graciously provided gifts and services 
for our 2011 benefit event.
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What impact does your annual donation have? Listed below are just a few of the ways your donation helps:

•	 $70  allows Le Nichoir to provide professional, scientific care to one Great Blue Heron
•	 $100 buys supplies for children to participate in Le Nichoir’s “Birds in our Backyard” conservation workshop
•	 $500 allows a Le Nichoir team member to attend the International Wildlife Rehabilitation Council’s annual 

training symposium
•	 $1,000 purchases much needed building materials to repair and upgrade the songbird aviaries

 
In other words, the Annual Campaign is Le Nichoir’s annual appeal to the community and region to help 

support the Centre’s most pressing needs and promising opportunities. Annual giving has an immediate and 
meaningful impact in the life of young conservation leaders, wildlife conservation and habitat stewardship. 
It enables Le Nichoir to provide excellent wild bird care and educational programs, and especially to move 
forward with confidence, inspiration and strength.

In April 2009, Le Nichoir launched the new Wild Bird Conservation Centre Campaign, one of the most ambitious 
fundraising initiatives ever undertaken by a wild bird conservation non-profit organization. Annual giving is an 
essential part of this visionary effort and possible dream. Your generosity will provide the necessary resources 
to address the growing demand for wildlife conservation and  education of our youth. 

Please help Le Nichoir conserve wild birds for the benefit of future generations. Donations can be made via 
the coupon included in this newsletter, online at our website www.lenichoir.org or by telephone at 450 458 2809.

Your generosity creates change while every Loonie counts...

Le Nichoir is here because of 
Marnie Clarke. A dear friend, Joan 
Robertson, approached Marnie 
to ask if our fledgling wildlife 
rehab centre could find a home in 
her barn. The initial response was 
tentatively positive, but Marnie 
wanted to meet and chat.  I sat 

in the kitchen, toasting my feet on the open oven door 
and chatting with these wonderful women. That was 
the beginning of Le Nichoir.

I cared for the birds and Marnie cared for me, feeding 
me on those long days.  These visits were very special 
for me as I was privileged to get to know Marnie better. 
She shared so much about the local region and her 
family’s impact on things we take for granted. The land 
for St James Church and cemetery for instance, came 
from her family.  A family member was the captain of 
the boat that ran between Montreal and Ottawa. One 
very special passenger was the new governor general 
who, on being told that the land and new construction 

Marnie Clarke (1908 - 2011)
were to be the captain’s home, magnanimously told 
the captain he could call the cottage after him – Lord 
Sydenham. Hence Sydenham Cottage, Marnie’s home. 
And then, her travels on a shoe string budget. Marnie 
played the penny stocks to fund these adventures as 
her salary as a teacher was shared with her family here 
on the farm.

Her trips were always amazing, not just because of 
the time period when she was traveling – Europe, Egypt 
and a boat up the Nile, the Pacific and her beloved 
Scotland. Just the fact that she did take off and see 
the world shows just what a special person she was. 
Her adventures, her teaching, preparing packages for 
Britain during the war while living in Three Rivers, the 
farm and the history of the buildings, I learned so much 
from Marnie. So many wonderful memories. And such 
a legacy. 
Thank you Marnie.

Lynn Miller 
Board member and co-founder Le Nichoir

http://www.lenichoir.org/


News from Le NichoirPage 10

Aussi disponible en français

Over the last several months 300 
artists from near and far have created 
nearly 700 fabulous Wildcards in 
support of Le Nichoir. The Wildcards 
were sold at the 2011 Wildcard Art 
Market November 19th at Collège 
Sainte-Anne in Lachine  and during 
a two day after sale event at Galerie 
Ouest in Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue.

This was the second edition of 
the Wildcard. The first edition in 
2010 turned out to be our most 
profitable fundraiser ever with all the 
proceeds going to the New Centre 
Project fund. Wildcard sales have 
contributed over $65,000 to fund.

A Wildcard sale mixes intrigue and 
fund raising by concealing the name 
of the artist of each piece until after 
the sale.  The public could preview all 
669 donated works in the Wildcard 
Collection during two public 
previews. The first was held October 
29th - 30th at the Smith House in 
parc du Mont-Royal in Montreal and 
the second on November 5th - 6th 
at the Canadian Aviation Heritage Centre in Sainte-
Anne-de-Bellevue. This was the public’s chance to 
start compiling their shopping lists for the November 

Artists Flock to the 2011 Wildcard Project
19th sale as well as an opportunity 
for people to drop by and meet Le 
Nichoir volunteers and to enjoy the 
collection.

Art lovers were left to guess 
which pieces came from 
internationally renowned artists 
like Royal Canadian Academy of 
Arts members Gathie Falk and 
Bill Vazan. Submissions of original 
paintings, photographs and mixed 
media came from artists across 
Canada and as far away as the 
Bailiwick of Guernsey.  To keep 
everyone guessing, all works in 
the sale were in a uniform 5 X 7 
format, making it more challenging 
to connect art and artist.  

The Wildcards were sold at a 
very affordable $65 each, fuelling 
speculations over possibly 
snagging a bargain on artwork 
done by established artists.

Nearly 200 people came out for 
an evening of great beer, wine, food 

and extraordinary art and over $30,000 was added to 
the New Centre Project fund.

To help birds survive the cold winter months, here 
are a few tips to make backyard birding easy:

 
Clean and wash out your bird house. Keep it up for 

the birds to use as a shelter in harsh weather. Another 
option is mounting a roost box which offers perfect 
shelter as the opening is near the bottom of the box. 
Coniferous trees and shrubs in your backyard also 
offer excellent cold protection and a perfect food 
source when available.

 
When temperatures fall below freezing, finding water 

Attracting Birds to your Backyard in Winter
is as important to wild birds as finding food. When 
winter weather makes fresh water scare, a heated 
bath will bring plenty of thirsty birds to your yard. You 
can add a heater to an existing birdbath or choose a 
bath with a built-in heating element.

 
What to feed is also important for the birds in winter. 

Have feeders that contain food with high caloric value 
such a black-oil sunflower seed, suet, peanut butter 
and peanuts. These foods are high in protein and fat 
which help provide warmth during those cold winter 
nights.

Photos courtesy of Tom diSandolo



News from Le NichoirPage 11

Aussi disponible en français

You can help Le Nichoir fill up its “Birdie-bank” with 
lots of Loonies by making a donation of 10 Loonies 
($10) and especially by telling your friends and family 
about this new campaign.    

Join the “Give 10 Loonies” Campaign and help the 
Centre save more wild birds. The Centre, which is 
unique in the province, cares for injured or orphaned 
wild birds and releases them back into their natural 
habitat. 

Your family and friends can help the Centre save 
more wild birds. Since April, Le Nichoir has received 
more than 1,700 birds including hundreds of ducklings.  

The Centre is preparing for the construction of the 
new Wild Bird Conservation Centre and more funds 
are needed. Invite them to join forces with you and 
help the Centre continue to grow!

Consider spreading the word - help us create a 
wave. We’ve made it easy! Just go to our new website 
and look for the CanadaHelps donate button.

Birdie-Bank 

Twitter:
You can post this to your twitter feed:

Love #lenichoirhudson, want to help injured birds get 
better? http://www.lenichoir.org

Facebook:
If you are Facebook, would you please post this link 
to our website and tell your friends that this is your 
favourite good cause that flies under the radar.

ww.lenichoir.org

Spread the word and your love for wild birds! 

Le Nichoir’s Kiosk was 
launched in Spring 2011! 
Funded by TD Friends of 
the Environment, the kiosk 
provides Le Nichoir with the 

perfect tools to educate the public about wild birds 
and their natural history, while providing fun and easy 
bird identification and feeding tips. 

After much demand from the public, volunteers are now 
equipped with a kiosk including interpretive materials 
such as taxidermy, digital photos, bird calls and a 
variety of reference books. The kiosk also provides 
information concerning wild bird/human interactions.

For more information please call Susan at 450 458 2809.

The New Educational Kiosk

Kiosk Volunteer Johanne Oolman 

Photo courtesy of Éléphant Mauve

http://www.lenichoir.org/


Le Nichoir Wild Bird Rehabilitation Centre  
 637 Main, Hudson, QC J0P 1H0  

 450 458 2809  
www.lenichoir.org

Yes, I am committed to Le Nichoir's campaign to do more 
and more to conserve wild birds as part of our natural 

heritage.

(Payable to Le Nichoir)
Cheque enclosed

Name:

Address:

Telephone:

Email:

Card Number:
Expiry Date:

Signature:

Visa/MasterCard

Future communication preference:
No thanksMailEmail

Tax receipt by:
MailEmail

Annual Giving

My donation of $ __________  is enclosed.

Donor Information (for billing and tax receipt )Donor Information (for billing and tax receipt )

Name:

Address:

Telephone:

Email:

sponsorship ($45 per sponsorship)

Duckling		C edar Waxwing	        Woodpecker

Cheque enclosed             Visa/MasterCard

(Payable to Le Nichoir)

Card Number:
Expiry date:

Signature:

Tax receipt by:
Email		   Mail	

Sponsor Information (name to appear on certificate)
Same as donor             Different (complete below)

Name:

Address:

Telephone:

Email:

I would like to sponsor the rehabilitation of a wild bird

Rehabilitation 
Sponsorship 
Program

Donation directed to:
General Fund Education Fund

New Centre Project Loonie Campaign


