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Nesting urban birds

The best solution for you and the birds is to leave the birds alone until you are 
confident that they have fledged (left the nest). Again this will take less than 3 

weeks in most cases.

Once they have left, remove the nest, disinfect the area and cover the hole 
to ensure that they do not nest again. Most pigeons, starlings and sparrows 
will continuously nest throughout  the summer so it is important to do this 

immediately after the babies leave. The young birds will spend a few days in the 
area with their parents while learning how to fly and feed themselves.

If keeping the babies in their nest is impossible, make an artificial nesting box 
from a covered basket or plastic container with drainage holes in the bottom 

and a hole at the front big enough for the parent to go in. For pigeons, the box 
can be open at the top, but make sure the nestlings are protected from adverse 
weather.   Attach the box to your house close to the original nest location. If this 
is not possible use a large ladder and attach the box to the ladder right beside 

the original hole. The artificial box has to be within a few feet of the original 
hole. This strategy will work only if the young are hatched; the parent will easily 

find the displaced nest from the babies’ noise but will not find eggs.

Place the nest and babies into the artificial box. Step back and observe from a 
distance for 2 hours to ensure that the parents return to feed the birds.  If the 
parents do not return please call Le Nichoir at 450 458 2809 or your closest 

rehabilitation centre before taking further action.

Starlings, House Sparrows 
and Pigeons

Some species of birds such as starlings, pigeons and sparrows 
have adapted to urban environments and will happily make their 
nests in open spaces in your homes. In early spring (March) walk 
around your property to ensure that your kitchen fan vent, dryer 
exhaust and  any other vent are covered. Uncovered vents and 

eavestroughs are perfect homes for birds and squirrels to nest in.  
Pigeons will also readily use protected ledges and balconies.

What should be done?

1) Check for eggs or babies. 
If the nest is empty remove the nest and 

clean the area immediately.

2) Cover the entrance with a piece of metal mesh 
and inspect twice during the year.

1) Identify the bird.

2) Evaluate how long the eggs or nestlings have been there. 

Starlings and sparrows will take only 12 days for the eggs to 
hatch, and another 2-3 weeks for the babies 

to leave the nest. 

Pigeons will incubate for 18 days and babies will leave the 
nest after 4 weeks.  If you hear babies chirping it is likely the 

birds will leave in less than 2 weeks.

What to do if a bird has made 
a nest in your house

What to do if a bird has a nest 
of eggs or babies in your house
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Nesting urban birds
 American Robins

American Robins will commonly nest around houses.  Unlike starlings and 
House Sparrows, they do not nest in holes but are known to settle over doors, 

in  eavestroughs, on porch lights and even in hanging flower baskets. 

American Robins are native wild birds protected by law;  it is illegal to move, 
remove or touch their nest, eggs and young.  

Egg incubation in robins lasts 2 weeks and the babies will leave the nest 2 
weeks after hatching.  You will most likely see the fledglings walking around 
the house for a few days after leaving the nest while they are learning to fly. 

The fledgling are still cared for and protected by their parents.  It is best not to 
interfere with the parents’ work and observe the babies from a safe distance.

If you have an outdoor cat, it would be ideal to leave him inside during this 
period when the babies are very vulnerable.     

Mallards

Mallard ducks are also commonly known to nest around the house.  This usually 
happens if you have an in-ground pool as the hen confuses it with a pond.  She will lay 
up to 13 eggs and will incubate them for 23 to 30 days.  Like the robin, the mallard is a 

protected bird and it is illegal to move, remove or touch the nest, the eggs or the babies. 

Ideally, ensure that the area around her is undisturbed and quiet while she incubates 
and try to keep pets and children away. Once the eggs hatch, the ducklings will start 

walking about 15 hours after being born.  The mother will soon afterwards  walk away 
and take her clutch to a bigger body of water.   

Sometimes  the hen will bring the chicks to your pool.  Unfortunately, the ducklings, 
being unable to fly, will be trapped in the pool.  If this happens, make a ramp using a 

piece of wood or anything on hand so that the little ones can walk out.  If you see that 
the family is staying around at this point, play music outside; it will encourage the hen 

to move on sooner as she will perceive the noise as a potential threat to her clutch. 

If you find a duckling alone, first make sure that the mother is not around.  If not, 
contact your local wildlife rehabilitation as soon as possible and keep the duckling in 
a warm and quiet place until it can be transferred to a rehabilitation centre.  Do not 

watch, talk to or pet the duckling; this situation is extremely frightening for him (even 
if he does not show it) and can reduce his chances of survival. 

You are not allowed to move or remove the nest of 
any species other than the Pigeon, House Sparrow 
or European Starling. Do not touch a nest if you are 

not sure of the species.  You can call Le Nichoir to 
help you identify the birds.

If you do not want to do this yourself, companies 
such as Skedaddle Humane Wildlife Control can 
come to you to assess the situation and remove 

the birds in the most humane way possible. 

IMPORTANT




